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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: SHUM, PA 

SUBJECT: STATUS OE POLITICAL PRISONERS 

REE: ASUNCION 2370 

1. ARCHBISHOP OF ASUNCION, ISMAEL ROLON, HAS STEPPED INTO THE 
MIDDLE OF THE HUNGER STRIKE (REFTEL) OF 13 POLITICIAL PRISONERS IN 
EMBOSCADA PRISON AND THREE OTHERS WHO WERE TRANSEERRED TO POLICE 
JAILS. AFTER THE START OE THE STRIKE JUNE 10, THE ARCHBISHOP MET 
WITH STRIKERS TWICE DURING THE WEEK OE JUNE 1 1. HE PUBLICLY COM- 
PLAINED THAT THE MINISTER OF INTERIOR HAD NOT RESPONDED TO HIS RE- 
QUEST EOR A MEETING TO MEDIATE THE ISSUE. INTERIOR MINISTER 
MONTANARO PAID A VISIT TO EMBOSCADA ON JUNE 16 ( WE UNDERSTAND 
FOR THE FIRST TIME IN HIS LIFE) AND ORDERED ONE 

PRISONER, SILVERO BENITEZ VILLALBA, RELEASED ON JUNE 17. 

2. THE ARCHBISHIP AND MONTANARO FINALLY MET ON JUNE 19 AND THE TALKS 
REPORTEDLY WENT VERY WELL. ANOTHER MEETING BETWEEN ARCHBISHOP ROLON 
AND THE STRIKERS JUNE19 IS TO BE FOLLOWED BY EURTHER NEGOTIATIONS 

WITH MONTANARO ON JUNE 20. ALL OF THIS HAS BEEN COMPLETELY REPORTED 
IN THE PRESS ALONG WITH OPTIMISTIC COMMENTS FROM BOTH SIDES THAT THE 
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HUNGER STRIKE CAN BE SETTLED SHORTLY. AS THE MAIN DEMAND OF 
THE STRIKERS HAS BEEN THEIR EREEDOM, THIS, IN TURN, HAS AROUSED 
EXPECTATIONS THAT THE GOP WILL TAKE SOME DRAMATIC ACTION IN 
REGARD TO THE REMAINING POLITICAL PRISONERS. 

3. WITH THE LATES RELEASE, THE PRESENT TOTAL OF POLITICAL 
PRISONERS IS DOWN TO 57. THERE ARE 46 IN EMBOSCADA AND 11 IN 
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OTHER DETENTION. WE ARE DROPPING THE 10 PERSONS EORMERLY 
CARRIED UNDER HOUSE ARREST. THE INTER-FAITH CHURCH COMMITTEE 
TELLS US THESE PERSONS CAN MOVE AROUND FREELY AND THAT IT NO 
LONGER CARRIES THEM AS POLITICAL PRISONERS. 
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